The plastic surgical nurse. Nurse specialist for the 1990s.
In the preface to the Core Curriculum, editor Terri Goodman, RN, MA, CPSN, CNOR, eloquently describes plastic surgical nursing as "a dynamic specialty that is expanding rapidly in response to technology, creativity, and the increasing autonomy of both nurse and patient." She goes on to say that today's "plastic surgical nurse [is] a sensitive, skilled communicator [possessing] a broad knowledge base and the ability to apply principle." These are exciting times in which to be a nurse. Yes, the winds of change are blowing. Some see them as threatening the core of medical practice, that is, caring for patients. Others see them bringing opportunity, empowerment for nurse specialists, and freedom to reach new levels of professionalism. The specialty of plastic surgical nursing is proud to be a part of this exciting future.